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• Professional Postgraduate Diploma in Education 

PGDE Secondary

• Course Starts August 2019 ( Year 1)

Biology             15 students  

Chemistry        15 students

Mathematics    15 students

Physics              5 students

Target = 50 students

+3 New Lecturers from School

Teacher Education: Year 1 of 3



Teacher Education: Years 2&3

• Focused curricular areas

Year 2 

Computing Studies     = 15 students

English                        = 15 students

Year 3 ?

Design & Technology = ?

Modern Languages     =  ?

total = 120 students



• Entry qualifications

• Government controlled numbers

• General Teaching Council for Scotland Accreditation

• 18 weeks of school placement

• Following Secondary school term times. August - June

PGDE Secondary - constraints



• STEM Ambassadors

• Skills based training ( Audit at induction)

• Interdisciplinary approach (including Conference)

• Mixed methods of assessment (Pupil voice)

• Video portfolios

PGDE Secondary – Innovative Features



STEM Ambassadors





Interdisciplinary



Video Portfolio

Self Reflection

Teachers record video to 

review and reflect on their 

own.

Informal Observations

Teacher driven video 

observations shared with peers 

for collective feedback.

Collaboration

Get collective feedback from a 

group of trusted peers to 

accelerate learning.

Exemplar Libraries





Professional Graduate Diploma

in Education (PGDE)

4 Modules at SCQF Level 11 = 4 x 20 Credits

Learning & Teaching 1

Learning & Teaching 2

Understanding Learning & Teaching

Professional Enquiry

2 Modules at SCQF Level 10 = 2 x 20 Credits

School Experience 1

School Experience 2

= 120 Credits in Total



August 2019 – December 2019

• W.b. 12th August. 2 Day Induction

• 19th August – 18th October : University 3 days per week

Learning & Teaching 1

Understanding Learning & Teaching

Serial School Visits : I day per week

• 21st October – 13th December 

School Experience Placement 1



January 2020 – March 2020

• 6th January – 14th February: University 3 days per week

Learning & Teaching 2

Professional Enquiry

Serial School Visits : I day per week

• 17th February – 27th March

School Experience Placement 2A

• 30th March – 3rd April 

University Week



April 2020 – June 2020

• 20th April – 15th May

School Experience Placement 2B

• 18th May – 29th May

University Programme

Practitioner Conference

• w.b. 22nd June = Graduation



• Working with other ITEs to develop 

 HNC-HND-Degree – PGDE pathway

• Fife College / Edinburgh / Borders

 Mapping existing HND to PGDE entry requirements

 Teaching ‘Taster’ courses

 Supporting English and Maths requirements for entry

 Flexible mode of delivery e.g. 18 month part-time

PGDE Secondary – Widening Access



• Local Authorities 

 Edinburgh, Fife, Midlothian, East Lothian, Borders

 Falkirk, West Lothian, Clackmannanshire

• Royal Society of Edinburgh

• Independent Schools

• Crichton Campus Dumfries

• International Partners?

PGDE Secondary – Partnerships?



• Progression to full Masters

• Mentoring scheme for teachers in the partnerships

• CPD courses

• New Routes for Scottish Government to upskill existing 

teachers.

• Centre of Excellence 

PGDE Secondary – Longer term 



What questions do you have?


